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Universal Recycling Law
TIMELINE

Transfer stations/Drop-off Facilities must accept residential recyclables
JULY'1 at no separate charge

2014 Food scrap generators of 104 tons/year (2 tons/week) must divert
material to any certified facility within 20 miles

Statewide unit based pricing takes effect, requiring residential trash
JULY'1 charges be based on volume or weight

2015 Recyclables are banned from the landfill
Transfer stations/Drop-off Facilities must accept leaf and yard debris
Haulers must offer residential recycling collection at no separate charge

Public buildings must provide recycling containers alongside all trash
containers in public spaces (exception for restrooms)

Food scrap generators of 52 tons/year (1 ton/week) must divert material
to any certified facility within 20 miles

Leaf, yard, and clean wood debris are banned from the landfill

Jz%lé Haulers must offer leaf and yard debris collection
Food scrap generators of 26 tons/year (1/2 ton/week) must divert
material to any certified facility within 20 miles

i Transfer stations/Drop-off Facilities must accept food scraps

JULY 1 .

2017 Food scrap generators of 18 tons/year (1/3 ton/week) must divert
material to any certified facility within 20 miles

. Haulers must offer food scrap collection
JULY 1

2018

Food scraps are banned from the landfill

JuLy 1
2020
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For more information, visit www.recycle.vt.gov




Below is a timeline of the various requirements of the Universal Recycling law:'

Listed Recyclables®:
» Transfer stations/Drop-off Facilities must accept residential recyclables starting July 1, 2014
» Haulers of trash must offer recycling collection starting July 1, 2015
> Recyclables are banned from the landfill starting July 1, 2015
» Recycling containers must be provided alongside trash containers in all public (state, county, or

municipal) buildings and lands (with the exception of restrooms) starting July 1, 2015

Food Scraps — The following generators must separate and divert food scraps by the corresponding date if a
certified organics management facility (composting facility or anaerobic digester) is located within 20 miles
and has available capacity and is willing to accept these materials. Generators may also donate quality food to
food shelves, provide appropriate food scraps to farmers for animal feed, and are allowed to manage food
scraps onsite, provided certain requirements are met:
» Generators of 104 tons/year (2 tons/week) must separate
food scraps starting July 1, 2014
> Generators of 52 tons/year (1 ton/week) must separate Source Reduction
food scraps starting July 1, 2015
» Generators of 26 tons/year (1/2 ton/week) must separate
>

Vermont Food Recovery Hierarchy

Food for People

food scraps starting July 1, 2016
Generators of 18 tons/year (1/3 ton/week) must separate
food scraps starting July 1, 2017

Composting
& Anaerobic

» Transfer stations/Drop-off Facilities must accept food
scraps starting July 1, 2017
» Haulers of trash must offer food scrap collectlon
starting July 1,2017 Chanded +» 7(11201D
> July 1, 2020 all food scraps are banned from the landfill

, Digestion |

Leaf, Yard, and Clean Wood Debris:

> Transfer stations/Drop-off Facilities must accept leaf and yard debris starting July 1, 2015
> Haulers of trash must offer leaf and yard debris collection starting July 1, 2016
> Leaf, yard, and clean wood debris are banned from the landfill starting July 1, 2016

If you have questions about the law or need assistance starting a program to separate, manage and divert food
scraps for collection, please contact your local solid waste district, alliance, or town or contact me at (802)
522-5897 or at josh.kelly(@state.vi.us. We would like to assist you with this transition and in developing a
diversion program for your location.

Sincerely,

ool GO

Josh Kelly
Waste Management & Prevention Division

! Contact your Solid Waste District, Alliance or town for information on additional local solid waste requirements and ordinances.
2 Listed recyclables include: metal cans, aluminum foil and pie plates; glass bottles and jars; PET and HPDE plastic bottles
and containers; corrugated cardboard; white and mixed paper; newspaper, magazines, mail; and box board.




