
Salisbury Planning Commission 

Minutes of the October 5, 2020 Meeting 

DRAFT 

 

Members present: Ariell Slater, Morgan Cate, Barrie Bailey, John Hughes, Deb Brighton 

Others present:  Paul Vaczy 

 

Ariell opened the meeting at 7 pm. 

 

Minutes of the September 7 meeting were approved unanimously. 

 

Deb reported that the grant application had been submitted. 

 

The group discussed the proposed solar project. Barrie expressed concern that, although this project 

would meet the town’s target for renewable energy generation, Salisbury may nevertheless be forced to 

accept more projects. This is partly because the PUC has a history of overriding town concerns, and 

partly because the power lines are green (less overloaded) in Salisbury than in other parts of the county, 

making it easier to develop a project here. However, the members agreed that the concern was more 

about the PUC than about this specific project, but that it could be addressed by stating that the town 

would not oppose this project based on its size because it would more effectively meet our target than 9 

kw projects would. The approval would be a tradeoff, not a capitulation.  

 

The group discussed other concerns with the project and agreed to include the following in a response 

to the Advance Notice: 

 

Wildlife. As shown in the attached screen shot from the Atlas of the Vermont Agency of Natural 

Resources, there is a known site of a Threatened or Endangered species adjacent to the proposed solar 

site. Information about how the species would not be harmed or harassed either during construction or 

operation would be important.  

 

Public Safety. The town would like to understand how the proposed facility would affect emergency 

management, and references to the appropriate regulations would be important in helping the town 

prepare. In addition, the Fire Department would like information and training on dealing with a potential 

fire at the site. The Department would also need information about the capability of the access road to 

accommodate fire trucks.  

 

Roads. The town would like information on the use of West Salisbury Road during construction.  

 

Power line. It is understood that the array is connected with underground cables in protective conduit. 

Can the power line connecting the array to the grid be similarly run underground? The town would like 

more information on the proposed connection.  

 

Decommissioning. The town would like information on decommissioning plans. 

 



Screening. The site seems to be very well screened when leaves are on the trees, but we have not been 

able to determine whether it will be visible when there are no leaves. If screening is necessary in the 

winter, native evergreen species would be important.  

 

Size. The town’s enhanced energy plan limits the size of a solar array to 500kw, and envisions meeting 

the town’s renewable energy generation target with around 9 projects averaging 4 acres each. This 

500kw limit is set because “industrial scale solar arrays may need to be limited in mass and scale, and/or 

have their mass and scale broken by screening to fit in with the landscape.”  

 

However, the town believes that the renewable energy generation target could be more effectively met 

with this single well screened 5MW project than with 9 smaller projects. For this reason, we do not 

object to the size of the proposed project.  

 

Morgan suggested the town should talk with OMYA about some way for the town to benefit. Maybe 

they could provide electricity for town facilities? Paul agreed that the select board should consider this 

approach. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15. 

 

Submitted by Deb Brighton 


